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Notice	
  of	
  News	
  Conference	
  -­	
  Wednesday	
  October	
  28	
  
23rd	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  Will	
  Return	
  to	
  	
  

Rochester	
  in	
  2010	
  
	
  
What	
  
Announcement	
  of	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  23rd	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference,	
  which	
  is	
  coming	
  to	
  
Rochester	
  in	
  2010.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  the	
  conference	
  has	
  ever	
  returned	
  to	
  a	
  city	
  a	
  
second	
  time.	
  The	
  22nd	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  was	
  held	
  a	
  month	
  ago	
  September	
  
20-­‐27	
  in	
  Serbia.	
  	
  Hundreds	
  of	
  delegates	
  from	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  will	
  convene	
  here	
  to	
  
discuss	
  economic	
  development	
  and	
  tourism	
  of	
  canals	
  and	
  waterways.	
  
	
  
When	
  &	
  Where	
  
Wednesday	
  October	
  28,	
  2009	
  
11:00	
  –	
  11:30	
  a.m.	
  
Blue	
  Cross	
  Arena,	
  Atrium,	
  Second	
  Floor	
  
	
  
Who	
  
Carmella	
  Mantello,	
  Director	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  Corporation	
  
Joe	
  Callahan	
  –	
  Chairman,	
  Erie	
  Canalway	
  National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor	
  
Tom	
  Grasso,	
  President,	
  Canal	
  Society	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  
Claes-­‐Göran	
  Österlund,	
  Chairman	
  Scandinavian	
  Waterways	
  Association	
  
Emeritus	
  Director	
  Göta	
  Canal	
  
Maggie	
  Brooks,	
  Monroe	
  County	
  Executive	
  
Robert	
  Duffy,	
  Mayor,	
  City	
  of	
  Rochester	
  
	
  
Media	
  Contacts	
  
Jean	
  Dalmath	
  
585.586.6650	
  Direct	
  
585.755.6911	
  Mobile	
  
	
  
Amanda	
  Dalmath	
  
585.729.7533	
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News	
  
For	
  Immediate	
  Release	
  
October	
  28,	
  2009	
  
	
  

23rd	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  to	
  Return	
  to	
  	
  
Rochester	
  September	
  19-­24,	
  2010	
  

Flotilla	
  of	
  Boats	
  and	
  	
  Public	
  Events	
  to	
  Kick	
  Off	
  Event	
  
	
  
Rochester,	
  NY—October	
  28,	
  2009—At	
  a	
  news	
  conference	
  today,	
  officials	
  announced	
  
that	
  the	
  23rd	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  will	
  return	
  to	
  Rochester,	
  New	
  York	
  
September	
  19-­‐24,	
  2010	
  at	
  the	
  Rochester	
  Plaza	
  Hotel	
  &	
  Convention	
  Center.	
  	
  
	
  
Hundreds	
  of	
  delegates	
  from	
  more	
  than	
  20	
  nations	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  convene	
  here	
  to	
  
discuss	
  economic	
  development	
  and	
  tourism	
  of	
  canals	
  and	
  waterways.	
  The	
  theme	
  
will	
  be	
  "Canals	
  in	
  the	
  Community	
  Setting,	
  New	
  York	
  State,	
  and	
  Worldwide:	
  
Challenges	
  and	
  Opportunities."	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  the	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  has	
  ever	
  returned	
  to	
  a	
  city	
  a	
  
second	
  time.	
  The	
  22nd	
  World	
  Canals	
  wrapped	
  up	
  a	
  month	
  ago	
  September	
  20-­‐27	
  in	
  
Serbia.	
  	
  The	
  2011	
  and	
  2012	
  Conferences	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  in	
  the	
  Netherlands	
  and	
  China	
  
respectively.	
  	
  
	
  
“It’s	
  all	
  about	
  ideas,”	
  said	
  Tom	
  Grasso,	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  2010	
  
and	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Canal	
  Society	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  State.	
  “The	
  last	
  conference	
  really	
  
inspired	
  us	
  to	
  move	
  forward	
  with	
  many	
  projects.	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  lot	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  world.	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  golden	
  opportunity	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  display	
  the	
  successes	
  we	
  have	
  achieved	
  over	
  
the	
  past	
  10	
  years.”	
  
	
  
Fourteen	
  countries	
  have	
  already	
  confirmed	
  they	
  will	
  be	
  sending	
  delegates	
  including	
  
Panama,	
  Germany,	
  Belgium,	
  France,	
  Sweden,	
  Norway,	
  England,	
  Scotland,	
  Czech	
  
Republic,	
  Serbia,	
  Poland,	
  China,	
  Korea	
  and	
  Canada.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  Panama	
  will	
  
have	
  attended	
  a	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  and	
  the	
  second	
  time	
  for	
  Poland.	
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Grasso	
  added,	
  “We	
  are	
  also	
  hopeful	
  that	
  by	
  the	
  time	
  the	
  Conference	
  arrives	
  in	
  2010,	
  
and	
  if	
  funding	
  can	
  be	
  secured,	
  that	
  the	
  delegates	
  can	
  participate	
  in	
  breaking	
  ground	
  
for	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  Aqueduct	
  &	
  Broad	
  Street	
  Corridor	
  project.	
  That	
  would	
  galvanize	
  
the	
  community.”	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  Aqueduct	
  &	
  Broad	
  Street	
  Corridor	
  project	
  seeks	
  to	
  create	
  new	
  urban	
  
plazas	
  east	
  of	
  the	
  aqueduct,	
  restore	
  the	
  historic	
  1842	
  aqueduct	
  structure,	
  and	
  
transform	
  the	
  Broad	
  Street	
  Corridor	
  between	
  Exchange	
  and	
  Washington	
  Streets	
  
from	
  a	
  strictly	
  vehicular	
  corridor	
  into	
  a	
  concourse	
  of	
  water,	
  open	
  space	
  and	
  
enhanced	
  streetscapes.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  conference	
  will	
  present	
  a	
  unique	
  opportunity	
  for	
  canal	
  and	
  waterways	
  
enthusiasts,	
  scholars	
  and	
  professionals	
  to	
  come	
  together	
  at	
  one	
  time	
  and	
  one	
  
location	
  to	
  showcase	
  their	
  canals	
  or	
  waterways	
  and	
  share	
  best	
  practices	
  including	
  
protection	
  efforts,	
  economic	
  development	
  and	
  revitalization	
  achievements,	
  and	
  
technical	
  and	
  operational	
  challenges.	
  The	
  public	
  will	
  be	
  invited	
  to	
  attend	
  conference	
  
sessions	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  numerous	
  other	
  public	
  events	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  scheduled	
  to	
  celebrate	
  
the	
  region’s	
  rich	
  waterway	
  history	
  and	
  developments.	
  	
  
	
  
"As	
  president	
  of	
  Inland	
  Waterways	
  International,	
  the	
  organization	
  responsible	
  for	
  
the	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference,	
  I	
  am	
  very	
  pleased	
  the	
  conference	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  Rochester	
  
in	
  2010,”	
  said	
  Dave	
  Ballinger.	
  “I	
  know	
  this	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  first	
  class	
  world	
  canals	
  
conference	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  hard	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  professional	
  and	
  dynamic	
  group	
  of	
  people	
  
and	
  citizens	
  involved	
  with	
  organizing	
  this	
  conference.	
  Delegates	
  and	
  the	
  citizens	
  of	
  
Rochester	
  can	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  being	
  part	
  of	
  what	
  I	
  am	
  sure	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  conference	
  to	
  
remember.”	
  
	
  
Carmella	
  R.	
  Mantello,	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  Corporation,	
  said,	
  "The	
  
Canal	
  Corporation	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  sponsor	
  of	
  the	
  2010	
  World	
  Canals	
  
Conference	
  and	
  is	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  showcasing	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  System	
  
to	
  our	
  partners	
  from	
  around	
  the	
  globe.	
  	
  With	
  hundreds	
  of	
  attendees	
  expected	
  and	
  
many	
  public	
  events	
  planned	
  in	
  Rochester	
  and	
  Western	
  New	
  York,	
  the	
  World	
  Canals	
  
Conference	
  will	
  not	
  only	
  provide	
  an	
  economic	
  benefit	
  to	
  the	
  region	
  but	
  will	
  also	
  
highlight	
  the	
  recreational	
  appeal,	
  beauty	
  and	
  historical	
  significance	
  of	
  the	
  Canal	
  
System."	
  
	
  
"Rochester	
  presents	
  a	
  perfect	
  venue	
  for	
  the	
  2010	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference,"	
  said	
  Joe	
  
Callahan,	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canalway	
  National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor	
  Commission.	
  
"Rochester's	
  architecture,	
  industry,	
  and	
  culture	
  are	
  testaments	
  to	
  the	
  far-­‐reaching	
  
impacts	
  of	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canal,	
  while	
  canal	
  and	
  waterfront	
  revitalization	
  today	
  is	
  a	
  
driving	
  force	
  for	
  economic	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  future."	
  
	
  
Rochester	
  first	
  hosted	
  the	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  in	
  2000,	
  setting	
  an	
  attendance	
  
record	
  that	
  still	
  stands	
  and	
  attracting	
  thousands	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  lined	
  the	
  Genesee	
  
River	
  to	
  watch	
  an	
  International	
  Flotilla	
  of	
  73	
  vessels.	
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Since	
  then	
  the	
  region	
  has	
  witnessed	
  magnificent	
  waterway	
  accomplishments	
  
including:	
  

 New	
  canal	
  developments,	
  parks	
  and	
  boater	
  amenities	
  on	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  
including	
  Cornhill	
  Landing	
  and	
  Brooks	
  Landing	
  in	
  Rochester,	
  and	
  older	
  ones	
  
expanded	
  in	
  Fairport,	
  Pittsford,	
  and	
  Macedon	
  

 New	
  developments	
  in	
  Brockport,	
  Spencerport,	
  Palmyra,	
  Newark	
  
 New	
  trip	
  boats	
  introduced	
  -­‐	
  the	
  Mary	
  Jemison	
  in	
  Rochester	
  and	
  Rose	
  Lummis	
  

in	
  Spencerport	
  
 New	
  restoration	
  schemes	
  completed:	
  Commercial	
  Slip	
  the	
  original	
  1825	
  

canal	
  junction	
  with	
  Lake	
  Erie	
  in	
  Buffalo	
  and	
  restoration	
  of	
  the	
  1841	
  Nine	
  Mile	
  
Creek	
  Aqueduct	
  in	
  Camillus,	
  the	
  first	
  aqueduct	
  from	
  the	
  old	
  19th	
  century	
  Erie	
  
Canal	
  era	
  to	
  be	
  restored	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  

 New	
  Federal	
  Government	
  involvement	
  with	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  
System,	
  virtually	
  unknown	
  in	
  2000,	
  now	
  manifested	
  with	
  the	
  National	
  Park	
  
Service's	
  Erie	
  Canalway	
  National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor	
  

 New	
  ideas	
  have	
  taken	
  root:	
  Restoring	
  the	
  Old	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  to	
  Downtown	
  
Rochester,	
  Restoring	
  the	
  19th	
  century	
  "Flight	
  of	
  5"	
  locks	
  at	
  Lockport.	
  

	
  
2010	
  Conference	
  Highlights	
  &	
  Major	
  Public	
  Events	
  
The	
  Conference	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  draw	
  managers	
  and	
  engineers	
  of	
  commercially	
  viable	
  
waterways,	
  historians,	
  academicians,	
  boaters,	
  and	
  enthusiasts,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  those	
  
interested	
  in	
  canals	
  as	
  engines	
  of	
  economic	
  revitalization	
  and	
  tourism.	
  	
  
	
  

Seminars,	
  exhibits	
  and	
  study	
  tours	
  will	
  focus	
  on	
  four	
  tracks:	
  
 Economic	
  Development	
  and	
  Community	
  Revitalization	
  	
  
 Education	
  and	
  Interpretation	
  	
  
 Marketing	
  and	
  Tourism	
  	
  
 Engineering,	
  Management,	
  and	
  Transport	
  on	
  Inland	
  Waterways:	
  	
  

	
  
Official	
  Conference	
  events	
  will	
  include:	
  

 Party	
  in	
  the	
  Aqueduct	
  	
  -­‐	
  date	
  to	
  be	
  announced	
  
	
  
Events	
  Planned	
  for	
  Public	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  conference	
  sessions,	
  planning	
  is	
  now	
  underway	
  for	
  a	
  major	
  public	
  
opening	
  day	
  celebration	
  on	
  September	
  19th,	
  featuring	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  exciting	
  events	
  
including:	
  

 Flotilla	
  of	
  Boats	
  -­‐	
  re-­‐creating	
  opening	
  of	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  to	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  
September	
  19.	
  	
  The	
  committee	
  is	
  hopeful	
  that	
  the	
  Flotilla	
  will	
  be	
  led	
  
by	
  the	
  historic,	
  fully	
  restored,	
  1921	
  the	
  Day	
  Peckinpaugh,	
  the	
  first	
  
motorship	
  of	
  its	
  kind	
  designed	
  to	
  navigate	
  the	
  Great	
  Lakes	
  and	
  the	
  
New	
  York	
  State	
  Barge	
  Canal	
  System.	
  Put	
  into	
  service	
  in	
  1921,	
  it	
  
transported	
  bulk	
  cargoes	
  between	
  the	
  Midwest	
  and	
  the	
  port	
  of	
  New	
  
York.	
  The	
  ship	
  has	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  and	
  is	
  being	
  
rehabilitated	
  and	
  transformed	
  into	
  a	
  traveling	
  museum	
  and	
  
classroom.	
  The	
  flotilla	
  will	
  also	
  include	
  various	
  working	
  tugs	
  and	
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vessels	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  Corporation,	
  private	
  marine	
  
business	
  tug	
  boats,	
  trip	
  and	
  hire	
  boats,	
  and	
  pleasure	
  boats	
  that	
  will	
  
cruise	
  north	
  on	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canal’s	
  Genesee	
  River	
  Arm	
  to	
  Cornhill	
  
Landing	
  where	
  the	
  vessels	
  will	
  be	
  open	
  for	
  inspection	
  by	
  the	
  public.	
  

 Flotilla	
  Welcome	
  Celebration	
  -­‐	
  Cornhill	
  Landing	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  staging	
  
area	
  for	
  vendors,	
  food,	
  musicians,	
  tours	
  of	
  the	
  aqueduct,	
  and	
  tours	
  of	
  
the	
  Cornhill	
  neighborhood	
  and	
  downtown.	
  

 Rochester	
  Philharmonic	
  Orchestra	
  (RPO)	
  Pops	
  Barge	
  Concert	
  on	
  
the	
  Genesee	
  River	
  

 Exhibits	
  at	
  Blue	
  Cross	
  Arena	
  
	
  
The	
  Rivers	
  Organization,	
  headed	
  by	
  Rick	
  Rivers,	
  has	
  been	
  retained	
  as	
  the	
  official	
  
WCC	
  Meetings	
  Planner	
  and	
  Events	
  Coordinator.	
  The	
  Rivers	
  Organization	
  held	
  the	
  
same	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  2000	
  WCC.	
  	
  
	
  
Jay	
  Advertising	
  has	
  been	
  retained	
  to	
  handle	
  the	
  event’s	
  promotion,	
  sponsorship	
  and	
  
advertising.	
  Select	
  sponsorships	
  are	
  available	
  for	
  various	
  public	
  events.	
  For	
  
information,	
  contact	
  Greg	
  Smith,	
  President	
  of	
  Jay	
  Advertising,	
  at	
  264-­‐3600	
  or	
  
gregory.w.smith@jayadvertising.com.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Call	
  For	
  Papers	
  	
  
The	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  Planning	
  Committee	
  has	
  issued	
  a	
  request	
  for	
  
submittals	
  of	
  Abstracts	
  For	
  Papers	
  from	
  any	
  individual	
  with	
  a	
  general	
  interest	
  or	
  
specialty	
  in	
  canals	
  and	
  inland	
  waterways	
  and/or	
  their	
  landside	
  use,	
  development,	
  
and	
  economic	
  revitalization	
  not	
  to	
  exceed	
  500	
  words.	
  For	
  more	
  information	
  see	
  
www.wccrochester.org.	
  	
  Abstracts	
  are	
  due	
  March	
  1,	
  2010.	
  	
  
	
  
Registration	
  
Online	
  registration	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  soon.	
  For	
  information	
  contact	
  Denise	
  McHugh	
  at	
  
The	
  Rivers	
  Organization,	
  www.riversorg.com,	
  denise@riversorg.com	
  or	
  (585)	
  586-­‐
6906.	
  	
  
	
  
Presenter	
  and	
  Sponsors	
  
The	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  is	
  presented	
  under	
  the	
  auspices	
  of	
  Inland	
  Waterways	
  
International	
  and	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  Corporation,	
  the	
  Erie	
  
Canal	
  Way	
  National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor,	
  the	
  Canal	
  Society	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  State,	
  Monroe	
  
County,	
  City	
  of	
  Rochester,	
  Bergmann	
  Associates,	
  PC,	
  and	
  PIANC-­‐USA.	
  	
  
	
  
Media	
  Contacts	
  
Jean	
  Dalmath	
  
585.596.6650	
  Direct	
  
585.755.6911	
  Mobile	
  
	
  
Amanda	
  Dalmath	
  
585.729.7533	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  

Committee	
  Members	
  
	
  

Tom	
  Grasso,	
  Chair	
  
Richard	
  Sands,	
  Honorary	
  Chair	
  

	
  
	
  

Angel	
  Vazques	
  
Anne	
  Cann	
  
Anthony	
  Daniele	
  
Beth	
  Sciumeca	
  
Bill	
  Clifford	
  
Bob	
  Whiting	
  
Brett	
  Costello	
  
Carmella	
  Mantello	
  
Dave	
  Ballinger	
  
Don	
  Riley	
  
Duncan	
  Hay	
  
Ed	
  Muhl	
  
Erin	
  Agans	
  
Greg	
  Marshall	
  
Greg	
  Smith	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
10.28.09	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Joan	
  Delaro	
  
Kal	
  Wysokowski	
  
Kelly	
  J.	
  Barnes	
  
Lisa	
  Wiing	
  
Lorie	
  Barnum	
  
Mary	
  Howard	
  
Michele	
  Beilman	
  
Nancy	
  Uffindell	
  
Nellie	
  Gardner	
  
Peter	
  Wiles	
  
Rick	
  Rivers	
  
Rob	
  Mangold	
  
Rory	
  Robinson	
  
Tom	
  Blanchard	
  
Tom	
  Hack	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Victoria	
  Schmitt	
  
Bill	
  Miles	
  
Bill	
  Morse	
  
Gerry	
  DiMarco	
  
Jim	
  Farr	
  
Joanne	
  Arany	
  
Joyce	
  Lobene	
  
Larry	
  Staub	
  
Marcia	
  Kees	
  
Pete	
  French	
  
Pieter	
  W.	
  Smeenk	
  
Robin	
  Dropkin	
  
Sharon	
  Leighton	
  
Ted	
  Curtis	
  	
  



	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  2010	
  World	
  Canals	
  	
  Conference	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  www.wccrochester.org	
  
 

1 

 
 

Thomas	
  X.	
  Grasso	
  
Chair	
  

2010	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  	
  
	
   	
  
Thomas	
  X.	
  Grasso	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  six	
  children	
  born	
  to	
  Italian	
  immigrant	
  parents	
  in	
  
Lackawanna,	
  New	
  York.	
  He	
  received	
  his	
  Bachelor	
  of	
  Arts	
  Degree	
  in	
  Geology	
  from	
  the	
  
University	
  of	
  Buffalo	
  and	
  a	
  Masters	
  Degree	
  in	
  Paleontology	
  and	
  Stratigraphy	
  from	
  
Cornell	
  University	
  in	
  1966.	
  	
  Tom	
  worked	
  at	
  Chevron	
  Oil	
  Company	
  in	
  New	
  Orleans,	
  
Louisiana	
  until	
  1968	
  when	
  he	
  joined	
  Monroe	
  Community	
  College,	
  in	
  Rochester,	
  New	
  
York.	
  	
  	
  He	
  was	
  chairman	
  of	
  the	
  Geology	
  Department	
  from	
  its	
  formation	
  in	
  1970	
  until	
  
he	
  retired	
  in	
  1999.	
  
	
  
	
  A	
  nationally	
  and	
  internationally	
  recognized	
  canal	
  scholar,	
  Tom	
  is	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  
Canal	
  Society	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  and	
  President	
  (Emeritus)	
  of	
  Inland	
  Waterways	
  
International	
  based	
  in	
  the	
  UK.	
  He	
  remains	
  a	
  Member	
  of	
  Council	
  as	
  First	
  Vice-­‐
President.	
  He	
  has	
  authored	
  numerous	
  publications	
  on	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  canals,	
  
French,	
  British	
  and	
  German	
  canals,	
  and	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  geology	
  for	
  both	
  the	
  
professional	
  and	
  general	
  audience	
  press.	
  Mr.	
  Grasso	
  has	
  led	
  four	
  extensive	
  study	
  
tours	
  to	
  the	
  canals	
  and	
  waterways	
  of	
  Europe:	
  two	
  to	
  France,	
  one	
  to	
  Great	
  Britain,	
  
and	
  one	
  to	
  north	
  Germany.	
  A	
  fifth	
  tour	
  to	
  the	
  canals	
  of	
  south	
  Germany	
  is	
  scheduled	
  
to	
  depart	
  October	
  2010.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
He	
  was	
  recommended	
  by	
  Congresswoman	
  Louise	
  Slaughter	
  and	
  subsequently	
  
appointed	
  a	
  Commissioner	
  to	
  the	
  U.	
  S.	
  National	
  Park	
  Service's	
  Erie	
  Canalway	
  
National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor	
  Commission	
  in	
  2002	
  by	
  Secretary	
  of	
  the	
  Interior	
  Gale	
  A.	
  
Norton.	
  He	
  was	
  subsequently	
  re-­‐appointed	
  in	
  2006	
  on	
  the	
  recommendation	
  of	
  
Congressman	
  Randy	
  Kuhl.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  1988	
  Tom	
  received	
  the	
  prestigious	
  SUNY	
  Chancellor’s	
  Award	
  for	
  Excellence	
  in	
  
Teaching	
  and	
  in	
  2003	
  was	
  presented	
  the	
  Medaille	
  d’Honeur	
  from	
  the	
  Mayor	
  of	
  the	
  
French	
  city	
  of	
  Villeneuve-­‐sur-­‐Lot	
  in	
  the	
  South	
  of	
  France.	
  In	
  June	
  2009	
  we	
  was	
  
invited	
  as	
  Special	
  Guest	
  of	
  Honor	
  to	
  open	
  the	
  Braunston,	
  England	
  Historic	
  
Narrowboat	
  Rally	
  and	
  Canal	
  Festival	
  and	
  in	
  September	
  2009	
  he	
  has	
  been	
  invited	
  to	
  
present	
  papers	
  at	
  the	
  Blue	
  Links’	
  Closing	
  Conference	
  –	
  Canals	
  and	
  Urban	
  
Regeneration	
  in	
  Lille,	
  France	
  hosted	
  by	
  Lille	
  Métropole	
  and	
  the	
  World	
  Canals	
  
Conference	
  in	
  Novi	
  Sad,	
  Serbia.	
  	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  

Presenting	
  &	
  Sponsoring	
  Organizations	
  
	
  
The	
  World	
  Canals	
  Conference	
  is	
  presented	
  under	
  the	
  auspices	
  of	
  Inland	
  Waterways	
  
International.	
  It	
  brings	
  canal	
  and	
  waterway	
  enthusiasts,	
  professionals	
  and	
  scholars	
  
from	
  around	
  the	
  world,	
  together	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  topics	
  related	
  to	
  canals,	
  
including	
  the	
  protection	
  of	
  historic	
  canals	
  or	
  features,	
  revitalization	
  of	
  canal	
  
systems,	
  harbor	
  sites,	
  canal	
  trails	
  and	
  amenities;	
  the	
  presentation	
  or	
  interpretation	
  
of	
  canals	
  and	
  corridors–their	
  history	
  and	
  various	
  elements;	
  canals	
  as	
  a	
  means	
  to	
  
promote	
  tourism,	
  spur	
  economic	
  development	
  and	
  urban	
  renewal	
  and	
  
environmental	
  sustainability.	
  	
  
http://www.inlandwaterwaysinternational.org/	
  
	
  
WCC	
  2010	
  is	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  Corporation,	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canal	
  
Way	
  National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor,	
  the	
  Canal	
  Society	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  State,	
  Monroe	
  
County,	
  City	
  of	
  Rochester,	
  Bergmann	
  Associates,	
  PC,	
  and	
  PIANC-­‐USA.	
  	
  
Additional	
  sponsorship	
  opportunities	
  are	
  available.	
  	
  
	
  

The	
  Canal	
  Society	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  that	
  
brings	
  together	
  canal	
  enthusiasts	
  from	
  across	
  New	
  York	
  to	
  protect	
  historic	
  
canal	
  sites	
  and	
  features;	
  support	
  the	
  revitalization	
  of	
  canals	
  and	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  canal	
  ports,	
  recreational	
  facilities,	
  canal	
  trails	
  and	
  other	
  
related	
  amenities,	
  and;	
  present	
  and	
  interpret	
  canal	
  history.	
  	
  
http://www.canalsnys.org/	
  
	
  
The	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Canal	
  Corporation,	
  a	
  subsidiary	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  
Thruway	
  Authority,	
  is	
  the	
  proud	
  steward	
  of	
  this	
  great,	
  historic	
  524-­‐mile	
  
waterway,	
  a	
  legacy	
  that	
  was	
  born	
  more	
  than	
  175	
  years	
  ago.	
  We	
  are	
  
committed	
  to	
  preserving	
  the	
  legacy	
  of	
  this	
  marvelous	
  waterway	
  and	
  the	
  
towpaths	
  that	
  now	
  make	
  up	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  Canalway	
  Trail,	
  a	
  multi-­‐use	
  
recreational	
  network	
  of	
  trails.	
  http://www.nyscanals.gov/	
  
	
  
The	
  Erie	
  Canalway	
  National	
  Heritage	
  Corridor	
  Commission	
  and	
  staff,	
  in	
  
partnership	
  with	
  the	
  National	
  Park	
  Service,	
  collaborate	
  with	
  communities	
  
and	
  organizations	
  to	
  preserve	
  and	
  interpret	
  our	
  heritage,	
  invite	
  visitors	
  to	
  



explore	
  what	
  makes	
  us	
  unique,	
  and	
  ensure	
  a	
  vibrant	
  future	
  for	
  the	
  2.7	
  million	
  
New	
  Yorkers	
  who	
  call	
  the	
  Erie	
  Canalway	
  home.	
  
http://www.eriecanalway.org/	
  
	
  
Bergmann	
  Associates	
  is	
  a	
  full	
  service	
  design	
  firm	
  employing	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  
most	
  talented	
  practitioners	
  in	
  the	
  industry.	
  Our	
  core	
  business	
  segments	
  
include	
  Transportation	
  Systems,	
  Civil	
  Works,	
  Building	
  Design,	
  Land	
  
Development,	
  Community	
  Planning	
  &	
  Design	
  and	
  Program	
  Services.	
  
http://www.bergmannpc.com/	
  
	
  
PIANC	
  USA	
  
PIANC	
  USA	
  is	
  a	
  national	
  section	
  of	
  PIANC,	
  a	
  worldwide	
  non-­‐political	
  and	
  non-­‐
profit	
  technical	
  and	
  scientific	
  organization	
  established	
  to	
  promote	
  both	
  
inland	
  and	
  maritime	
  navigation	
  by	
  fostering	
  progress	
  in	
  the	
  planning,	
  design,	
  
construction,	
  improvement,	
  maintenance	
  and	
  operation	
  of	
  inland	
  and	
  
maritime	
  waterways	
  and	
  ports	
  and	
  of	
  coastal	
  areas	
  for	
  general	
  use.	
  
PIANC	
  USA	
  was	
  organized	
  in	
  1902	
  with	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Army	
  Corps	
  of	
  Engineers	
  
(USACE)	
  serving	
  as	
  the	
  Secretariat.	
  Membership	
  is	
  comprised	
  of	
  engineers,	
  
scientists,	
  economists,	
  planners,	
  dredgers,	
  port	
  operators,	
  regulators,	
  and	
  
marina	
  and	
  vessel	
  owners.	
  	
  
http://www.pianc.iwr.usace.army.mil/abpiancusa.cfm	
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Claes-­Göran	
  Österlund	
  
President,	
  Scandinavian	
  Waterways	
  Association	
  and	
  	
  

Emeritus	
  CEO	
  Göta	
  Canal	
  
	
  

The	
  Göta	
  Canal	
  in	
  Sweden	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  five	
  most	
  well	
  known	
  tourist	
  attractions	
  in	
  
the	
  whole	
  country.	
  In	
  addition	
  the	
  canal	
  alone	
  is	
  a	
  world	
  famous	
  waterway	
  and	
  
therefore	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  magnate	
  for	
  the	
  canal	
  enthusiast	
  and	
  general	
  public	
  alike.	
  The	
  more	
  
than	
  175-­‐year	
  old	
  attraction	
  draws	
  more	
  than	
  three	
  and	
  half	
  million	
  visitors	
  each	
  
year	
  from	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  world.	
  Do	
  not	
  forget	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  only	
  ten	
  million	
  people	
  
living	
  in	
  the	
  whole	
  country!	
  
	
  
For	
  the	
  last	
  ten	
  years	
  the	
  old	
  Canal	
  Company	
  has	
  changed	
  its	
  way	
  of	
  working	
  and	
  
transformed	
  itself	
  -­‐	
  from	
  an	
  old	
  museum	
  to	
  a	
  beautiful,	
  robustly	
  active,	
  waterway	
  
with	
  hotels	
  &	
  youth	
  hostels,	
  restaurants	
  and	
  coffee	
  shops,	
  rental	
  boats	
  &	
  bike	
  trails	
  
all	
  along	
  the	
  200	
  kilometers	
  of	
  canal.	
  
	
  
The	
  man	
  responsible	
  for	
  this	
  dramatic	
  and	
  monumental	
  change	
  came	
  to	
  the	
  Göta	
  
Canal	
  as	
  a	
  young	
  man	
  from	
  the	
  hotel	
  &	
  restaurant	
  business	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Claes-­‐Göran	
  
Österlund.	
  After	
  25	
  years	
  in	
  the	
  travel	
  and	
  dining	
  business	
  he	
  entered	
  the	
  old	
  Canal	
  
Company	
  owned	
  by	
  the	
  Swedish	
  Government	
  and	
  breathed	
  new	
  life	
  into	
  it.	
  	
  He	
  
began	
  initiating	
  novel	
  ideas	
  of	
  changing	
  the	
  Göta	
  Canal	
  from	
  a	
  museum	
  to	
  a	
  vibrant	
  
historic	
  site,	
  bristling	
  with	
  activity,	
  where	
  different	
  entrepreneurs	
  can	
  run	
  business	
  
along	
  the	
  waterway	
  for	
  the	
  whole	
  family	
  to	
  enjoy	
  and	
  utilize.	
  Mr.	
  Österlund’s	
  
splendid	
  contributions	
  do	
  not	
  end	
  here	
  because	
  he	
  tells	
  everyone,	
  in	
  speeches,	
  
lectures,	
  and	
  public	
  events,	
  the	
  true	
  story	
  of	
  the	
  canal’s	
  history	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  its	
  founder	
  
-­‐	
  Count	
  Baltzar	
  von	
  Platen,	
  while	
  dressed	
  in	
  the	
  Count’s	
  old	
  uniform.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Mr.	
  Österlund	
  will	
  tell	
  the	
  story,	
  dressed	
  as	
  Count	
  Von	
  Platen,	
  in	
  Rochester	
  this	
  fall.	
  
He	
  is	
  very	
  definitely	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  it,	
  and	
  very	
  excited	
  to	
  be	
  coming	
  once	
  again	
  
to	
  the	
  wonderful	
  City	
  of	
  Rochester,	
  New	
  York.	
  




